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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany 38. 1363 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1363) for the relief of Ceasar J. (Raaum) Syquia, Raving considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 
That for the purposes of the immigration and naturalization laws, Ceasar J. 
(Raaum) Syquia shall be held and considered to have been lawfully admitted to 
the United States for permanent residence as of the date of the enactment of this 
Act, upon payment of the required visa fee and head tax. Upon the granting of 
permanent residence to such alien as provided for in this Act, the Secretary of 
State shall instruct the proper quota-control officer to deduct one number from 
the appropriate quota for the first vear that such quota is available. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of perma- 
nent residence in the United States to Ceasar J. (Raaum) Syquia. 
The bill provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the pay- 
ment of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 
The beneficiary of the bill is a 19-year-old native and citizen of the 


Philippine Islands who last entered the United States as a visitor on 
September 25, 1945. His real father resides in the Philippines. His 
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mother is divorced from Lewis E. Raaum, a United States citizen, 
and she is now married to James R. Hillman, also a United States 
citizen. 

A letter dated March 13, 1952, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with refer- 
ence to the case reads as follows: 


Marcu 13, 1952. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1363) for the relief of Ceasar J. 
(Raaum) Syquia, an alien. The bill would discontinue deportation proceedings 
against Mr. Syquia and grant him permanent residence in the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Syquia, a native and citizen of the Philippines of the Spanish- 
Filipino race, was born on June 17, 1932. He entered the United States at New 
York on September 25, 1945, accompanied by his mother, Mrs. Lewis E. Raaum, 
and was admitted as a visitor for 1 year under section 3 (2) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924. His mother, who is of the Spanish race, has since divorced Mr, 
Raaum and is now married to Mr. James R. Hillman. Mrs. Hillman has applied 
for suspension of deportation on the ground that her deportation would result 
in a serous economic detriment to her United States citizen husband. Final 
action has not as yet been taken on her application. 

The alien resided with his mother and Mr. Hillman in Battle Creek, Mich., 
until about June 1946. Since then he has resided in Denver, Colo., where he 
attended a boarding school from which he graduated on May 24, 1950. He has 
been variously employed since that time. The alien stated that his first stepfather, 
Mr. Raaum, was a member of the Armed Forces of the United States stationed 
in the Philippine Islands, and that he had always believed that he had derived 
United States citizenship through Mr. Raaum, until he had been advised other- 
wise. His real father, Mr. Ceasar Syquia, who is of the Filipino race, resides in 
the Philippines. Ata hearing held in deportation proceedings the alien was 
found deportable under the Immigration Act of 1924, on the ground that he had 
entered this country as an immigrant not in possession of an immigration visa. 
An order, however, was entered on November 13, 1951, granting him the privilege 
of voluntary departure. He has not departed. 

The quota of the Philippine Islands, to which the alien is chargeable is over- 
subscribed for many years and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. 
The record fails to present considerations which would justify the enactment of 
special legislation granting him a preference over other nationals of the Philippines 
who desire to come to the United States for permanent residence, but who are 
unable to do so because of the oversubscribed quota. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devitt VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Edwin C. Johnson, the author of the bill, has submitted 
numerous letters, petitions and testimonials in connection with! the 
case, among which are the following: 


Tue CatTHouic CHARITIES 
or THE ArcHDIocESE oF Denver, INc., 
Denver 5, Colo., April 6, 1951. 
Hon. Epwtn C. JOHNSON, 
United States Senator, Washington, D. C. 

DEAR SENATOR JOHNSON: I know you are very much occupied these days with 
matters of supreme importance to our country. Yet, I also know you are never 
too busy to be interested in someone’s personal problem. I would like to refer 
the following case to your office. Possibly Miss Lahr could get it processed for 
your action. 

Ceasar J. Syquia, Jr., also known as Ceasar Joseph Raaum, and his mother, 
Mrs. Antonis. Paavm FBillman, were in my office asking me to assist them in having 
their entry into the United States declared legal through the immigration au- 
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thorities. It is my understanding that Ceasar wrote to you, under the name of 
Ceasar J. Syquia, asking vour assistance to obtain permission for him to join the 
Armed Forces. 

I am particularly interested in this case which bas been known to me since this 
mother and boy arrived in Denver in the summer of 1946. The boy was taken 
care of through the Catholic Charities, placed at the J. K. Mullen Home for Boys 
where he completed his high school education. During the summers while in 
attendance at Mullen High School, he worked at Camp Santa Maria. The facts 
in the case are these: 

Ceasar J. Syquia, Jr. (Ceasar Joseph Raaum), was born June 13, 1932 in the 
Philippine Islands. He was the child of Antonia de Jesus and Ceasar Syquia, Sr. 
Antonia de Jesus sued for breach of promise against. Ceasar Syquia, Sr., father of 
the boy, and won the case. The court ordered recognition and support of the boy. 
(Philippine President, E. Quirino, is the boy’s uncle). Antonia de Jesus married 
an American soldier, Lewis Raaum, in 1938. Lewis Raaum was taken as a pris- 
oner of the Japs at the outbreak of the war. He was later released and was a 
patient at Quezon Institute, a tubercular hospital in Manila. He was later flown 
to the United States for medical treatment. 

Ceasar and his mother, Antonia, were in the Santo Tomas internment camp 
while Antonia worked for CONCOR (construction corporation of the Philippine 
United States Army) in Walled City, Manila. Lewis Raaum and Antonia cor- 
responded after Raaum arrived in the United States, first from Letterman Hos- 
pital, San Francisco and then from Fitzsimons General Hospital, Denver, Colo. 

On September 4, 1945, Major Lowman, officer in charge of Santo Tomas intern- 
ment camp, told Antonia to take Ceasar and get on the boat (Monterey) which 
was sailing for the United States in 2 days. Antonia and Ceasar left Manila on 
September 6, 1945 and docked in Tacoma, Wash. instead of San Francisco as 
scheduled. Upon arrival at Tacoma, without any papers of any kind, such as 
visas or passports, they were permitted entry into the United States after the 
immigration officials had obtained permission from the State Department. Just 
what type of permission for what length of stay was granted by the State Depart- 
ment at that time is not clear. 

From Tacoma, Antonia and Ceasar went to Portland where they were stranded 
for 3 days. Antonia talked long distance to Raaum who was then in Fitzsimons 
General Hospital in Denver. From Portland she and Ceasar went to stay with 
a cousin of Antonia’s in Battle Creek, Mich. While in Battle Creek, Antonia 
worked at Perey Jones General Hospital (PX cafeteria) while waiting for Raaum 
to be discharged from Fitzsimons General Hospital. One night upon coming home 
from work, the sheriff brought Antonia a divorce summons which has been insti- 
tuted by Lewis Raaum. Antonia’s cousin and family moved to Fort Sheridan, 
Ill. Antonia did not want to take Ceasar out of school so remained in Battle 
Creek until schools were closed and then came to Denver in the summer of 1946. 

Upon arrival in Denver she and Ceasar lived at several different hotels 5 days 
at atime. Ceasar was enrolled in Cathedral High School and Antonia took work 
in several restaurants. It was at this time that the case came to my attention 
through one of my assistants at Holy Ghost Church. It was then that the Catho- 
lic Charities stepped into the picture and arranged for Ceasar to go to Mullen 
High School. 

Mr. Lewis Raaum got his divorce in April 1947 in Denver. In the meantime 
Antonia was self-sustaining through her own work. She met a Mr. James R. 
Hillman and married him on December 8, 1948. Ceasar was graduated from 
Mullen High School on May 24, 1950. Ceasar received his induction notice on 
February 14, 1951. Mr. Fowle, immigration investigator of the Denver office of 
the Bureau of Immigration, came to Ceasar’s home at 2666 King Street, the day 
before the induction and called on Local Board No. 2 to cancel Ceasar’s induction. 

At present both Antonia and Ceasar are on parole on the appeal of suspension 
of deportation. The latest information that I have is that Ceasar has had his 
hearing and is subject to deportation at any time. The boy was not represented 
at the hearing and did not ask for an appeal. 

These are the facts in this case and I have been informed that even though 
Selective Service were willing to accept Ceasar into the Army, possibly the matter 
of his illegal entry into the country could be brought up again at some later time. 
I, therefore, would appreciate your consideration of introducing a special bill in 
the Congress on behalf of Ceasar legalizing his entry into the United States and 
one also in behalf of his mother, Antonia Raaum Hillman, if that is necessary. 

Thanking vou for your past favors and with kindest personal regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
JOHN RR. Mubroy, 
Director. 








4 CEASAR J. (RAAUM) SYQUIA 


2666 King StrrReEeT, DeNveER, CoLo. 
Hon, Senator Epwin C. Jonnson, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Sire: I came to America with my mother in 1945 under my stepdad’s 
Army papers from Manila, Philippine Islands. I went to school at the Mullen 
Home for Boys in 1946 and graduated with high honors in 1950, holding my own 
in State-wide contests in music and in extemporaneous editorial writing. The 
reason I went to Mullen High School, besides its being a Catholic school, is that 
my stepdad divorced my mother shortly after we came to the United States, al- 
though I didn’t know what divorce was until my senior vear at Mullen. 

When I learned that our little family was broken up for good, and since my 
mother remarried, I realized that I would be strictly on my own when I graduated. 
I began worrying about my career; what job I could do; my future; in fact, about 
my citizenship. The brothers at Mullen opined that sinee I was born in Manila, 
and came to the United States before the Philippines got their independence in 
1946 from the United States, surely I was a citizen. Doubting this I consulted 
the Immigration and Naturalization Service here in Denver. 

After hearing my story the Immigration and Naturalization Service started a 
series of fingerprinting, record checking, and ‘‘do-you-swear, etc.’’, with a perfect 
record for me. Then they claimed that I entered this country illegally and there- 
fore subject to deportation. I thought getting a book on naturalization would 
help me— it did, ina way. From it I found out that 3 years in any branch of the 
United States Armed Forces would give me my citizensnip; and that, anything 
anybody, or the Government had against me (reasonable, of course) would be 
dropped. 

I honestly tried to enlist successively in all the branches of the United States 
Air Force, but to no avail. They all told me that an alien may not enlist. Being 
of age I registered for the draft as preseribed by law. Then I gathered the facts: 

(1) I’m subject to deportation. 

(2) Three years’ service would give me my citizenship. 

(3) I couldn’t enlist, and 

(4) The draft wouldn’t call me until the latter part of 1951 or the early part 
of 1952. 

Therefore, I had one alternative left—voluntary induction. The draft board 
was more than glad to see me ask for induction, and ordered me to a physieal cheek- 
up on the 2d of February, and induction on the 10th. Then, and only then, was I 
happy. 

However, the worst blow came on the 9th of February when the draft board 
informed me that the Immigration and Naturalization Service told them thev 
couldn’t accept my services because I am an alien. 

Mr. Johnson, I ask vou, what does an alien do to become a citizen? I offered 
my life—they refused it. I beg you to help me. 

Sincerely yours, 
CKASAR J. SYQUIA. 


P. S. Enclosed is an article from the Rocky Mountain News of February 13, 
1951. I understand that Monsignore Mulroy has discussed my case with you, 
but he referred to me as Ceasar J. Raaum, which was the name I adopted when I 
was with my stepdad, Staff Sgt. Lewis E. Raaum. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM, 
Washington 25, D. C., March 29, 1951. 
The honorable Epwin C. JOHNSON, 
United States Senate. 

Dear SENATOR JOHNSON: This is in further reference to your interest in the 
case of Mr. Ceasar J. (Raaum) Syquia of Denver, Colo., a Filipino who desires to 
serve in the Armed Forces of the United States. 

The Director of Selective Service for Colovado hes reported that Mr. Syquia 
signed an application for voluntary induction with his local board, but prior to 
induction the Immigration and Naturalization Service notified the local board 
that a deportation werrant had been issued for the registrent. Upon receipt of 
this information the local board canceled his order to report for induction since 
he is on technical parole pending a hearing to determine deportation and therefore 
he is not acceptable to our Armed Forces for military service. 
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Section 4 (2) of the Selective Service Act of 1948, as amended, provides that 
"No person shell be inducted for training and service under this title unless and 
until he is acceptable to the Armed Forces for such training and service and his 
physical and mental fitness for such training and service has been satisfactorily 
determined under standards prescribed by the Seeretarvy of Defense.”” Under 
the standards prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, men on parole or probatio 
from anv civil court, or on conditional release from anv term of confinement, are 
unacceptable to the Armed Forces. 

Therefore, since this registrant is under the jurisdiction of the Immigratio: 
and Naturalization Service of the Department of Justice, the Selective Service 
System cannot induct him until he is released from that control. 

I hope this information will be sufficient for your purposes, and that vou will 
call upon me at any time I may be ot service to vou. 

Sincerely vours, 
Lewis B. HERSHEY, 
Director. 


The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the com- 
mittee in granting permanent residence in the United States to an 
alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date of 
last entry into the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1363), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





